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EXPERIENCE 

 

University of Cincinnati College of Law, Cincinnati, Ohio 

Professor of Law, 2017 to present 

Associate Professor of Law, 2015-2017  

Assistant Professor of Law, 2012-2015  

Visiting Assistant Professor of Law, 2011-2012  

 

Courses:    Capital Punishment, Civil Rights Litigation,  Criminal Procedure (“Bail to 

Jail”), Evidence, Criminal Law  

 

Committees:  Elected Member, University Research Council (2016-2018) and College 

of Law Faculty Advisory Committee (2013-2015 and 2017); College of 

Law Admissions, Appointments, and Clinical Hiring Committees (various 

terms); Criminal Law Pathway Faculty Advisor (2016-2019) 

 

Ohio Justice & Policy Center, Cincinnati, Ohio 

Director, Race & Justice Project and Senior Staff Attorney, 2006-2010 

 

Office of the Appellate Defender, Durham and Asheville, North Carolina 

Assistant Appellate Defender, 1998-2005 

 

The Honorable J. Dickson Phillips, Jr., United States Court of Appeals  

for the Fourth Circuit, Durham, North Carolina 

Law Clerk, 1992-1993 

 
EDUCATION 

 

Duke University School of Law, Durham, North Carolina 

 Juris Doctor with High Honors & Master of Arts in Philosophy, 1992  

 Editor in Chief, Law and Contemporary Problems 

   

University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois 

 Master of Arts in Divinity (1985)  

 

Kalamazoo College, Kalamazoo, Michigan 

 Bachelor of Arts in Religion, cum laude (1981) 

 Honors in the Major; Department of Religion Prize  
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HONORS, AWARDS, AND FELLOWSHIPS 

  

University of Cincinnati Faculty Excellence Award, 2020 

 

University of Cincinnati Cohen Award for Excellence in Teaching, 2018  

 

Distinguished Mentor, University of Cincinnati Transdisciplinary Research Leadership 

Program (2018-2019) 

 

University of Cincinnati Center for Clinical and Translational Science and Training 

(CCTST) Academic-Community Research Partnership Award, 2018  

 

University of Cincinnati College of Law Faculty Excellence Award, 2018 

 

University of Cincinnati College of Law Goldman Prize for Excellence in Teaching, 

2012 & 2015 

 

Association of American Law Schools Criminal Justice Section Junior Scholar Paper 

Competition Award, 2012 

 

Open Society Institute Soros Senior Justice Advocacy Fellow, 2008-2009 

 

GRANT-SUPPORTED RESEARCH PROJECTS 

 

Principal Investigator, $75,000 Ohio Transformation Fund Grant, From Reentry to No 

Entry:  Asset-Based Organizing for Research-Based Policy Reform. This community-

partnered interdisciplinary project investigates the views of residents in highly-policed 

communities on their definitions of community safety while offering training on 

leadership development and data analysis to effect policy reform. 

 

Principal Investigator, $25,000 University of Cincinnati Research Council Grant, 

Reducing Mass Incarceration by Improving Public Defense: Defining and Assessing 

Quality Attorney-Client Communication. This mixed-method interdisciplinary pilot study 

investigates the views of public defense lawyers and people who need public defense 

representation regarding factors that promote and impede quality communication in that 

setting. 

 

Expert Panel Member, Survey of Public Defenders: A Design Study. This $500,000 grant 

from the U.S. Department of Justice Bureau of Justice Assistance to the Urban Institute, 

the National Association for Public Defense, and the Indigent Defense Research 

Association investigate the views of public defense providers, people who need public 

defense, and researchers on optimal design of a national public defense survey. 
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PUBLICATIONS 

 

New Developments in Public Defense Research, CRIMINAL JUSTICE POLICY REVIEW 

(forthcoming 2020) (co-editor of symposium volume with Andrew L.B. Davies, Ph.D.) 

 

New Developments in Public Defense Research: An Introduction, CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

POLICY REVIEW (forthcoming 2020) (lead author with symposium volume co-editor 

Andrew L.B. Davies, Ph.D.) 

 

Attorney-Client Communication in Public Defense: A Qualitative Examination, 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE POLICY REVIEW (2019) (first author, with Vicki L. Plano Clark, Lori 

A. Foote, and Jacinda K. Dariotis), DOI: 10.1177/0887403419861672 

 

Reviving Escobedo, 50 LOYOLA UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO LAW REVIEW 101 (2019) 

(invited symposium contribution) 

 

Privileging Public Defense Research, 69 MERCER L. REV. 769 (2018) (lead author with 

Ellen Yaroshefsky and Andrew L.B. Davies; invited symposium contribution) 

 

Isonomy, Austerity, and the Right to Choose Counsel, 51 INDIANA L. REV. 167 (2018) 

(invited symposium contribution) 

 

Critical Issues and New Empirical Research in Public Defense, 14 OHIO ST. J. CRIM. L. 

(2017) (co-editor of symposium volume with Andrew L.B. Davies, Ph.D.) 

 

Critical Issues and New Empirical Research in Public Defense: An Introduction, 14 OHIO 

ST. J. CRIM. L. 337 (2017) (co-author with symposium volume co-editor Andrew L.B. 

Davies, Ph.D.) 

 

Knowing Defense, 14 OHIO ST. J. CRIM. L. 345 (2017) (lead author with Andrew L.B. 

Davies, Ph.D.) 

 

The Antidemocratic Sixth Amendment, 91 WASH. L. REV. 1705 (2016) 

 

Unnoticed, Untapped, and Underappreciated: Clients’ Perceptions of their Public 

Defenders, 33 BEHAV. SCI. & L. 751 (2015) (peer-reviewed article; second author with 

Christopher C. Campbell, Wesley Meier and Michael Gaffney) 

 

Make Them Hear You: Participatory Defense and the Struggle for Criminal Justice 

Reform, 78 ALBANY L. REV. 1281 (2015) (invited symposium article; lead author with 

Marla Sandys and Raj Jayadev) 

 

Democracy Enhancement in Criminal Law and Procedure, 2014 UTAH L. REV. 543 

(manuscript selected for 2012 Junior Scholar Paper Competition Award by Criminal 

Justice Section, Association of American Law Schools) 
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G Forces:  Gideon v. Wainwright and Matthew Adler’s Move Beyond Cost-Benefit 

Analysis, 11 SEATTLE J. SOC. JUSTICE 1025 (2013) (invited symposium essay) 

 

Democracy and Criminal Discovery Reform After Connick and Garcetti, 77 BROOKLYN 

L. REV. 1329 (2012)  

 

Causes, Consequences, and Cures of Racial and Ethnic Disproportionality in Conviction 

and Incarceration Rates, 3 FREEDOM CENTER J. 35 (2011) 

 

Covenant and Feminist Reconstructions of Subjectivity within Theories of Justice, 55 L. 

& CONTEMP. PROB. 159 (1992)  

 

WORKS IN PROGRESS 

 

Decarceral Constitutionalism (submission anticipated fall cycle 2020) 

 

Transdisciplinarity and the Carceral State (submission anticipated spring cycle 2021) 

 

AMICUS BRIEFS 

 

Counsel or co-counsel as Amicus Committee Co-Chair, National Association for Public 

Defense: 

 

Perreault v. Stewart, United States Supreme Court Docket No. 17-1047 (26 February 

2018) 

 

Stein v. United States, United States Supreme Court Docket No. 17-250 (15 September 

2017) 

 

Byrd v. United States, United States Supreme Court Docket No. 16-1371, merits brief (20 

November 2017) and brief supporting petition for writ of certiorari (12 June 2017; 

certiorari granted 28 September 2017) 

 

Sneed v. Burress, United States Supreme Court Docket No. 16-8047 (25 March 2017) 

 

McWilliams v. Dunn, United States Supreme Court Docket No. 16-5294 (7 March 2017); 

relief ordered with citation to amicus brief in 5-4 majority opinion, 137 S. Ct. 1790, 1800 

(19 June 2017) 

 

Christeson v. Roper, United States Supreme Court Docket No. 16-7730, brief supporting 

petition for writ of certiorari and application for stay of execution (30 January 2017) and 

merits brief, United States Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit Docket No. 16-02730 

(19 August 2016) 

 

Christensen v. United States, United States Supreme Court Docket No. 16-461 (7 

November 2016)  
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Grubbs v. Safir, United States District Court for the Southern District of New York 

Docket No. 1:92-cv-02132-GBD (17 April 2017) 

 

State v. Robinson, North Carolina Supreme Court Docket No. 411A94-6 (13 July 2018) 

 

Bridgeman v. District Attorney of Suffolk County, Supreme Judicial Court of 

Massachusetts Docket No. SJC 12157 (24 October 2016) 

 

Public Defender v. Lakicevic, Third District Court of Appeal of Florida Docket No.  

3D15-2084 (29 July 2016) 

 

SELECTED ACADEMIC PRESENTATIONS 

 

Invited Presenter, Isonomy and Legal Consciousness in the Participatory Defense 

Movement: a Qualitative Research Approach, Annual Conference of the American 

Society of Criminology, San Francisco, California (November 2019) 

 

Invited Discussant, Defenders of Justice: A Discussion on Capital, Indigent, and Juvenile 

Defense, Law & Society Conference, Washington, D.C. (June 2019) 

 

Invited Discussant, Transdisciplinary Research and the Carceral State, Law & Society 

Conference, Washington, D.C. (June 2019) 

 

Invited Presenter, Attorney-Client Communication in Public Defense, Annual Conference 

of the American Society of Criminology, Atlanta, Georgia (November 2018) 

 

Invited Speaker, Reviving Escobedo, Judging 50 Years After the Chicago 7 Trial, 

Southeastern Association of Law Schools Annual Conference, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 

(August 2018) 

 

Accepted Presenter, Community-Partnered Research, Isonomy, and the Carceral State, 

Law & Society Conference, Toronto, Canada (June 2018) 

 

Moderator, Remedies Panel, Transatlantic Approaches to Racial Equality, Cincinnati, 

Ohio (April 2018) 

 

Accepted Presenter, Community-Engaged Research and Criminal Legal Reform, Poverty 

Law Conference, Washington, D.C. (March 2018) 

 

Workshop Co-organizer and Panelist, Community-Partnered Research: How to Do It and 

Why It Matters, University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio (October 2017) 

 

Invited Speaker, Privileging Public Defense Research, Mercer Law Review Symposium, 

Disruptive Innovation in Criminal Defense, Mercer University School of Law, Macon, 

Georgia (October 2017) and Criminal Justice Ethics Schmooze, New York Law School, 
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New York City, New York (June 2017) 

 

Invited Participant, Whither Indigent Defense Research?, Deason Family Criminal Justice 

Reform Center, Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas (July 2017) 

 

Invited Speaker, Isonomy, Austerity, and the Right to Choose Counsel, Indiana Law 

Review Symposium, Implementing Gideon’s Promise: The Right to Counsel in the 

Nation and Indiana, Indianapolis, Indiana (April 2017) 

 

Invited Panel Organizer and Presenter (Privileging Public Defense Research), Legal 

Services for the Indigent – Empirical Investigations into Indigent Defense: Methodology 

and Ethics (with co-panelists Margaret Ledyard (Travis County, Texas Criminal Courts), 

Pamela Metzger (Tulane University School of Law), and Valerie West (John Jay College 

of Criminal Justice)), American Society of Criminology Conference, New Orleans, 

Louisiana (November 2016)  

 

Invited Panel Organizer and Presenter (Knowing Defense), Creating and Implementing 

Defender-Driven Research Agendas (with co-panelists Lisa Daugaard (Seattle Public 

Defender Association), Mark Houldin (Defender Association of Philadelphia), Alec 

Karakatsanis (Equal Justice Under Law), and Justine Olderman (Bronx Defenders)), 

American Society of Criminology Conference, New Orleans, Louisiana (November 

2016)  

 

Decarceral Constitutionalism, Tulane University Law School Faculty Workshop, New 

Orleans, Louisiana (November 2016), Maurer School of Law Faculty Workshop, Indiana 

University, Bloomington, Indiana (October 2016)  

 

Invited panelist, The Department of Justice Reports on Policing in Ferguson and 

Baltimore:  What They Mean for Cincinnati and The Country, University of Cincinnati, 

Cincinnati, Ohio (October 2016) 

 

Invited Speaker, Race, Class, and Reform in the Carceral State, 2016 Indigent Defense 

Symposium, Thurgood Marshall School of Law, Houston, Texas (February 2016) 

 

Invited participant, Quality Legal Representation: Definition, Measurement, Theory & 

Practice (sponsored by National Science Foundation), University of Albany, Albany, 

New York (October 2015) 

 

Selected Presenter, Make Them Hear You: Participatory Defense and the Struggle for 

Criminal Justice Reform, ClassCrits Conference, Knoxville, Tennessee (October 2015) 

and LatCrit Conference, Orange, California (October 2015) 

 

Selected Presenter, Unnoticed, Untapped, and Underappreciated: Clients’ Perceptions of 

their Public Defenders, American Psychology-Law Society Conference, San Diego, 

California (March 2015) 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

Invited Speaker, Preserving the Record: Objecting to Improper Prosecutorial Argument, 

Missouri State Public Defender Annual Conference, St. Louis, Missouri (12 June 2017) 

Invited Panelist, Policing, Procedure, and Rights, Black Lawyers Association of 

Cincinnati and the Cincinnati Bar Association, Cincinnati, Ohio (25 October 2016)  

Invited speaker, Best-Practice Public Defense Reform, Oregon Legislature and Oregon 

Public Defense Services Commission, Salem, Oregon (22-23 September 2016) 

Invited Presenter, Make Them Hear You: Participatory Defense and the Struggle for 

Criminal Justice Reform, 78 ALBANY L. REV. 1281 (2015), Community and Police 

Relations Conference, Cincinnati, Ohio (15 April 2016) 

Invited Presenter, Race, Class, and the Right to Counsel, Cincinnati Bar Association 

CALL Leadership CLE, Cincinnati, Ohio (17 March 2016) 

Selected Presenter, Make Them Hear You: Participatory Defense and the Struggle for 

Criminal Justice Reform, American Bar Association Midyear Meeting and Indigent 

Defense Summit, San Diego, California (February 2016) 

Invited Presenter and Facilitator, Defender Research and Reform, (United States 

Department of Justice Bureau of Justice Assistance Smart Suite Research Practitioner 

Fellows Academy, Washington DC (with Andrew Davies, 2-4 February 2016)) 

Invited Presenter and Facilitator, Universal Brainstorming: Toward a Defender-Driven 

Research Agenda (sponsored by the National Legal Aid & Defender Association), 

Baltimore, Maryland (4-5 December 2015) 

Co-Presenter, Creating a Defender-Driven Research Agenda, Indigent Defense Research 

Association-National Association for Public Defense webinar (with Andrew Davies) (13 

November 2015) 

Invited Panelist, Tensing and Structural Racism: A Forum for Faculty Discussion 

(sponsored by UC-LEAF (Leadership, Empowerment, Advancement for Women STEM 

Faculty) (29 September 2015) 

Panel Organizer and Moderator, Law, Democracy, and the Struggle for Criminal Justice 

Reform (College of Law contribution to ‘drawn,’ a Provost-sponsored University 

response to the killing of Samuel DuBose by University of Cincinnati police officer 

Raymond Tensing) (18 August 2015) 

Invited Presenter, Beyond the Not-so-New Jim Crow, University of Cincinnati College of 

Law Faculty “Downtown Teach-In,” Cincinnati, Ohio (6 March 2015) 
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Study This! An Indigent Defense Research Manifesto (National Association for Public 

Defense Webinar, 3 March 2015) 

Radio Interviewee (with Professor Marianna Bettman), Clark v. Ohio: Confrontation and 

Child Witnesses, Bloomberg Law (2 March 2015) 

Panel Organizer, Civil Rights Litigation and Police-Community Relations, University of 

Cincinnati College of Law (27 January 2015) 

SERVICE 

 
Interim Co-Director, Center for Race, Gender, and Social Justice, University of 

Cincinnati College of Law (2017-2019) 

 

Co-convenor, Indigent Defense Research Association (with Andrew Davies) (virtual 

organization of researchers focusing on empirical analysis of indigent defense systems) 

(2014-2017) 

 

Invited Expert, National Center for State Courts, Examining the Effectiveness of Indigent 

Defense Team Services: A Multisite Evaluation of Holistic Defense in Practice (quasi-

experimental research project funded by United States Department of Justice National 

Institute of Justice) (2018-present) 
 

Faculty, Smart Suite Research Fellows Academy, United States Department of Justice 

Bureau of Justice Assistance (2016-2017) 

 

Invited Expert, Indigent Defense Advisory Group, American Bar Association, (2015-

present)  

 

Co-Chair, Amicus Committee, National Association for Public Defense (2016-2018); 

Invited Member, Steering Committee, National Association for Public Defense (virtual 

grassroots organization of defenders and defender leaders dedicated to nationwide 

indigent defense reform) (2015-present)  

 

Invited Expert, Empirical Research Advisory Panel, Michigan Indigent Defense 

Commission (October 2015-present) 

 

Invited Expert, Texas Smart Defense National Advisory Panel (January 2016-present) 

 

Invited Expert, Ohio Death Penalty Rules Committee (2015) 

 

Co-Chair, National Task Force on Criminal Discovery Reform, National Association of 

Criminal Defense Attorneys (2013-2015)  

 

Invited Expert, Criminal Discovery Reform (advised legislative counsel during the 

drafting of the Michael Morton Act, a discovery reform statute sponsored by Texas State 
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Senator Rodney Ellis, Chair of the Texas Senate Committee on Government 

Organization)  (2013) 

 

Invited Expert, National Right to Counsel Working Group, National Association of 

Criminal Defense Lawyers, Washington, D.C. (drafting and implementing nationwide 

indigent defense training programs) (2013-2014) 

 

Pro bono service to Donald Scanlon, a North Carolina prisoner, see Scanlon v. 

Harkleroad, 740 F. Supp. 2d 706 (M.D.N.C. 2010), aff’d per curiam, 467 Fed. Appx. 164 

(4th Cir. 2012), cert. denied, 133 S. Ct. 164 (2012)  (2005-present) 

 

BAR ADMISSIONS 

 

United States Supreme Court 

United States Courts of Appeals for the Fourth and Sixth Circuits 

United States District Courts for the Middle District of North Carolina and Southern 

District of Ohio 

North Carolina 

Ohio 


